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To the wonderful metric system 
Without whose absence in this county 
This book would not have been possible. 
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"JTFf 'jfRTH ^ 
q,°b TRT §TT 
^TT«T 3 TJr%, ^Fft TFt *ftl 

TT^T-THi' 4)14^ ^T ^ , 

w ^fw w\ Tr^ft ^ sffi 



Once upon a time 
there lived a king 
and his wife, the Queen. 

They were a happy couple 
for they had everything in the World. 



^ 

^R TFTt 31RT 

cfT TF5TT ^ WFT RRRT T3Z\ i\ ^ : 

th \ - f^Rp£ ■qm^R^sn.^Rr^TT^fe ^? 

•o 7 



However... 

when the Queen's birthday came near 
the King had a problem: 



What could he give to Someone who had Everything? 
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<MI #5TT , 

•sfk 3Tk ttrt 

sfc 3 TcT ^ fWT 3 ■QoF 3TRTT! 



TFlt ^ "Q^T TTFT cb^ll I 



The King thought 
and he thought and he thought 
until suddenly, he had a idea! 



HE WOULD GIVE THE QUEEN A BED 





TFTt ^ TR-T TTR "T , 

c N lT c h cR cR7 H<rHll 
3Hlfc|tx+)K # 13TT 2JTI 



TFft 

a 



- RR ^RT RTf R^ RtR sff - 

TTp£ RTR Rt WT RTI 




The Queen did not have a bed 
because at the time 
beds had not been invented. 



So even Someone who had Everything 
did not have a bed. 
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Cj^L 




for trt % ^ ^ m 

WT ^FT 37T^T f^TTI 



The King called his Prime Minister 
and asked him to please have a bed made. 




3?k TTl WT WTT^ 3TT^T f^TTI 



The Prime Minister called the Chief Carpenter 
and asked him to please have a bed made. 



WTT Wl T#T^ ^ <JTfFTT 

3fk ^ WT Wl TT 3TT^T f^TTI 



The Chief Carpenter called the apprentice 
and told him to make a bed. 
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‘WT W ifftTT t?’ Wf ^ ^ ^1 

^ wt w tort ^ wr i\ ?tt, 

^#TTT fwt ^ WT wt WT wr 3TW *ft ^ §TTI 



"How big is a bed?" asked the apprentice, 
who didn't know because at the time 
nobody had ever seen a bed. 



WT fWTT W OT t?” ^ ^%TPWt TT 

‘3TW W t/ WWt ^ RW fWTI 



"How big is a bed?" the Carpenter asked the 
Prime Minister. 

"A good question," said the Prime Minister. 



ftR ^ TT5TT ^ "^T, 

"WT f^TFn cTfT ^TcTT f?” 



And he asked the King, 

“HOW BIG IS THE BED?" 
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<MI ^ #5TT 
•sfk ^TT I 

3TcT 3 fWT 3 T/T 3T^T f^TR 3TRTT! 

^cRT ^T Tt f^RT^ TFft TtT ■qR STRTR' Tl TIT Tf^l 



The King thought and 
he thought and he thought 
until suddenly he had an idea! 

THE BED MUST BE BIG ENOUGH 
TO FIT THE QUEEN. 




TFSfT ^ IFTt ®j<rlNI I 
ci'H'-t TT cbH'S °b< 

T R ^Tt '^Tl 




The King called the Queen. 

He told her to put on her new pajamas 
and told her to lie on the floor. 
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Pt>< INI % ^ 'Scll^ 

■sfk "FT 33 <m! Fo Fltl 3Tk iJcfo -c|c^< c^iii | 

TT5TT F Phi l 

Md J l Fft FN 6 Ffe ci*®il 3 Mpd 4l^l slil 

FFt <Nl 'i'H FI 3HKIH it crlcL H l^ J t) I 

(IF*) iFt Ft ^5^ Ftt FTF Ft ^llPH<n Ft, 
fFlt eft FTFt-FTFt FlF FFF FFFcft Ftl) 

The King took off his shoes 

and with his bare feet walked carefully around the Queen. 

He counted that. 

The bed must be 

THIRTY FEET WIDE AND SIX FEET LONG 
to be big enough to fit the Queen. 

(Including the crown, 

which the Queen sometimes liked to wear to sleep.) 





the Queen. 






ep.) 



ITT TFT fe TFft H 37TT fell 

ffeT TFT fe TlFTlfet IT WT iff 171 TTFTtl 



The King said, "Thank you," to the Queen, 
and told the Prime Minister, 
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■^TFTTT3ft ^ WT TN ^TcTFft I 

^ 3T^ TTTf^ ^fT WT TTT ^TFft 

(f*rf TFft ^ TTR *rt wfrr^r «ft, 

f^ # Tftf w ■q^rcft sfti) 



who told the Chief Carpenter, 
who told the apprentice: 

“The bed must be 
three feet wide and six feet long 
to be big enough to fit the Queen." 

(Including the crown, 

which she sometimes liked to wear to sleep.) 
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f^Vij 



din did -dl-SI 



Three feet wide 



^ #RTT 3^T f^TT 

3^k fd>< 3TT^ ^ ddlll 
frr ■S'hA shh! ■ri'ie frcf Him— 

did x Fte 4)si 

sffc 

W die cf^T 

4t frr ^ TRt ^ wi ^ftftti 



The apprentice said, "Thank you," 
and took off his shoes, 
and with his little feet he measured 

And made a bed to fit the Queen. 
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H^dl ld J N6 ^ TF^TT ^iT T lcT T T cTHT I 

<m 1 ^7T ^Fqf^T 3TF^ ^T sjd'dK d$l °h< T TRTT I 




When the King saw the bed, 
he thought it was beautiful. 

He could not wait for the Queen's Birthday. 



TRT ^ ^ <j<rlNI 

sfk TFft tI ^ ■qrt ^ wi 

f^PT TT5TT ^RTT WT oTRTT 

sfk ttfi TFft Tl wr tr Tte^l wi 

TTJ, TTR TFTt TT ^ 

"^cT T^TT f^TTITI 



Instead, he called the Queen at once 
and told her to put on her new pajamas. 

Then he brought out the bed 
and told the Queen to try it. 

But the bed was much 
too small for the Queen. 
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TT 1MT 37FTT 

TTFT ^ ■RtrPmt ^cTRTTI 

^ ■q^r ^ ^tfiti 

Woi T cjfcT «1 J II ^ ojcINI 

f^rcri ^rWr ^ r Ttrr f^TTi 



The King was so angry 

that he immediately called the Prime Minister 
who called the Chief Carpenter 
who called the jailer 
who threw the apprentice into jail. 



^llP l4 c bl L hl l^fTI 
^ eft ''M T T cs)<=h TPT ^T Wm ^TTI 
fTT TFTt foT^ yffTT ^ft TST? 








The apprentice was unhappy. 

WHY WAS THE BED TOO 
SMALL FOR THE QUEEN? 
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■sfk 'hHi , T$m\ 

3 Trf 3 ^Fp£ t^TFT 3 T^T W 3TTf I 



He thought and 
he thought and he thought. 
Until suddenly he had an idea! 



wr wt <ni ^ dli ^rt Tft 
w wt ci^is 
W TT fFI\, # lil^-dd |>f 

TTTf ^ ^ #T ^Tf ^Slf 
3fk W M cfft WT^ Rft RnFT ^ WT Tl s^TT ^F 

“STR TF5TT ^ Rft TR WT ^f 'dlU, 

Ft F W <m! ^t TFT W Wt TTFT WT TTTTT, 
# fWTFTTI 



A bed that was three King's feet wide and 
six King's feet long 
was naturally bigger 

than a bed that was three apprentice feet wide 
and six apprentice feet long. 

"I CAN MAKE A BED 
TO FIT THE QUEEN 
IF I KNOW THE SIZE 
OF THE KING'S FOOT," 
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?\\f ^ ^ ^ ^tt ^fr wmi i 

^TT ^ ^ WWi\ 



He explained this to the jailer, 
who explained it to the Chief Carpenter, 



^ ^ ^ ^ wwi\ 

iwt ^ W W TMT ^ 

TF5TT «t|?T qTI ^ %T ^ ^T WT ^T «TTI 



who explained it to the Prime Minister, 
who explained it to the King, 
who was much to busy to go to jail. 
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<MI 3HHdl ^ ^dl Idd-dcdl I 
fTT TTFf T/T T^Tt RfleMobK ^ ^cTRTT I 
ftkrM«*>k ■} TF5TT ^ ^ ^FTT 
ttt wrtr ^t ^t wm \ 

«- l^T ^ ^T Tpqji 




Instead, the King took off one shoe 
and called a famous sculptor, 

The sculptor made an exact marble 
copy of the King's foot; 

This was then sent to the jail. 




Tirf M % Tm ^ wmm ^ ^ ^ 

1FRT fofv^TT— 

din *+n<i 4lsi 
sfk w ■qfte trti 

w 3FTR TFt ^ %TT wt TN ^T WT ^RRT! 




<S ^ 




3^fc ^ T Ffe TIRT 
and six feet long 





The apprentice took the marble copy of the King's foot, 
and with it he measured 

three feet wide 
and six feet long 
and built a bed to fit the Queen! 




wt 137T afk sm wt wrirr mi 
WFT T TFTt ^<rlNl 
3=k TFTt ^ w wri WT=I ^ WTI 

P-h i <MI ^ i'MI Md J l fWTRfT dffc <m! Tt Wf TI dd'} T^t <t)6l 1 

<m 1 WFT TI ddl 3?fc 
WFT ^°h^H <m 1 ^ Wt W W Pl°hcrlll 
(Wf THt ^ M RN *ft ?TTfW «TT, 
faff eft wt wrcft «ffi) 

The bed was ready just in time for the Queen's Birthday. 
The King called the Queen 
and told her to put on her new pajamas. 

Then he brought out the New Bed 
and told the Queen to try it. 

The Queen got into bed and ... 

THE BED FIT THE QUEEN PERFECTLY. 

(Including the crown which she sometimes liked to wear to sleep.) 
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It was, without a doubt, the nicest gift that the Queen had ever received. 
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TF5TT ^Tcf lf?T 137TI 

^ w Tl ^ ^ ^MT 

3fk TTl iN^HK ^RT fTTTI 

•o 

TTRT ^ ^ RMTl ^T 37T^T f^TTI 
MRTI H ^ TRTT ^ ^TFT fTRT 
n 3fk ^ ctft Ml ^tl 

A 



The King was very happy. 

He immediately called the 
apprentice from jail and made 
him a royal prince. 

He ordered a big parade, and all 
the people 

came out to cheer the little 
apprentice prince. 









f^ret ^ff 'ilH'il 6 1 dl 

eft # ^TT Tm T$ ^ ^T f[ ^HH ^tTcTTI 



•sfk ^ft ^ftf ch^dl , 

U T^TT H<rHI W T Fte eRT cft^T T Ffe -dWl 1?” 
eft Wft cTl^T T RT T T W\ Wf "TN ^ff ^ RT^I 



a 



And forever after, 

anyone who wanted to measure anything 
used a copy of the King's foot. 

And when someone said, 

“My bed is six feet long and three feet wide," 
everyone knew exactly how big it was. 
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*¥ cThT 1TST cfr "S 7 ! ^ 

3JTf^ % cT^lf ’imri 8fl T TT 3TcFCrr ftpT-ftpT 
pfPTT ^ #cTt cFt TTR ?ft 3PFT-3PFT fTrTT #1 
^TFR FT J|4®I4 ftcft 2ft 3TTT fFTt 
Ft% £l <7 TFT^’ rf®nf eft f*TT^ if, IF 
FpT cFT IF ch^lHi Tf fMT fl 

In the good days people used their 
handspan, distance between steps to 
measure length. However, not all human 
beings had the same handspan. This led 
to errors, arguments and fight. The 
evolution of a "standard" length is 
traced in this lovely story. 



-^cT njHcIMH 3TRTFR 




^TTTrT ^fPT Pd^iH TTftrfrT 





